ISO	THE STORY OF THE MOORS.   [chap. xvi.
was the Sabbath of the Jews, of whom there were many
in both armies ; and Sunday was the Christian feast;
—therefore the battle had better take place on the
Monday. To this Yousuf agreed; but Aben Abed did
not in the least believe in the king's sincerity, and
fully expected a sudden attack, so he caused watch to
be kept all night and morning. Unfortunately he
seems to have been right, for, on Friday morning,
while he was at morning prayer, his scouts hurried in,
saying : " Muley (prince), the enemy is in motion, with
an innumerable crowd like swarms of locusts."
Aben Abed sent word to Yousuf, and called an
astrologer, who drew a magic figure, and said: " Muley,
this will be an unlucky day if the Moslems begin a
battle in this hour." Aben Abed would not, however,
tell the other emirs, for fear they should think him
cowardly and superstitious.
Alfonso, on his side, had dreamt that he was riding
on, an elephant and beating a huge kettle-drum, and,
to explain this augury, he summoned, first, all the
bishops and priests, then all the Jewish rabbis, and
lastly, an Arab fakir. None of them gave favourable
answers, so that it is the more surprising that he should
have thus unfairly hurried on the battle-, if indeed it
was not an accident caused by the encounter of the
light troops on either side.
Yousuf had been up all night, and was quite ready
for battle when Aben Abed's message reached him.
He sent his chief general, Daootid-ben-Aischa, with a
great troop of archers and a vanguard of Almoravid
cavalry ; and these were met by the campeadors, or
foremost champions of the Spaniards, who gained the
advantage. Each party then drew up in battle array,

